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CONFIDENTIAL GENEVA 0943 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ILO PLO PFOR AORG ELAB IS 

SUBJECT: ILO: ARAB RESOLUTION CALLING FOR EXPLUSION OF ISRAEL 
REF: A) STATE 29338; B ) GENEVA 0803 

1. SUMMARY. BLANCHARD FEELS IT IS TOO EARLY TO JUDGE THE SERIOUSNESS 
OF ARAB INTENTIONS BUT EVEN IF A RESOLUTION WERE INTRODUCED AT THE 
CONFERENCE HE IS BY NO MEANS SURE THAT IT WOULD PASS. HE OUTLINED 
THE STEPS HE WPLL TAKE TO ASSESS SUPPORT FOR AN EXPULSION RESOLUTION 
AND SAID THAT IF IT WERE INTRODCUED AT THE JUNE CONFERENCE 
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HE WOULD TAKE THE INTIIATIVE TO POINT OUT UNCONSTITUTIONAL 
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ASPECTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. 1 LAID OUT TALKING POINTS IN FIRST THREE PARAS REF A. 

BLANCHARD SAID HE HAD JUST RETURNED FROM IRAN AND HAD ONLY 
BEGUN TO FOCUS ON THE PROBLEM. FROM WHAT HE HAD HEARD SO 
FAR FROM HIS STAFF IN GENEVA AND FROM REPORTS FROM CAIRO 
IT WAS NOT CLEAR WHAT BACKING THE ICATU RESOLUTION HAD AND 
WHETHER INDEED IT WOULD BE INTRODUCED AT JUNE CONFERENCE. 

HE SAID MST IMPORTANT THING WAS TO BE CALM AND AVOID 
EMOTIONAL REACTIONS. WOLF AND VALTICOS (HEAD OF INTERNATIONAL 
LABOR STANDARDS DEPARTMENT) THEN WNET THROUGH THE LEGAL ASPECTS 
OF EXPULSION ALONG LINES OF REFS A AND B. BLANCHARD SAID HE 
DOUBTED THAT GOVERNMENTS WOULD SUPPORT A RESOLUTION FOR 
EXPULSION WHICH WOULD BE CLEARLY UNCONSTITUTIONAL; SUPPORT FOR 
A "WILD" RESOLUTION WAS MORE LIKELY TO COME FROM THE WORKER 
AND EMPLOYER GROUPS. 

3. BLANCHARD AGREED THAT THE MATTER SHOULD BE HANDLED DISCRETELY 
AND SAID HE WOULD DO SEVERAL THINGS TO BETTER GUAGE THE SUPPORT 
FOR AN EXPULSION RESOLUTION. HE WILL TALK TO MORRIS AND 
BERGSTROM BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY EEMTS TO ENLIST THEIR SUPPORT 
IN THE WORKER AND EMPLOYER GROUPS AGAINST EXPULSION. HE WILL 
BRING EL MARCHI, ILO OFFICE DIRECTOR IN CAIRO, IN FOR A 

BRIEFING AND THEN SEND HIM TO TRIPOLI TO OBSERVE THE ARAB 
LABOR MINISTERS CONFERENCE DURING THE WEEK OF MARCH 9. HE ALSO 
PLANS TO HAVE AN ILO REPRESENTATIVE COVER THE CONFERENCE OF 
AFRICAN LABOR MINISTERS IN LIBREVILLE DURING THE WEEK OF 
MARCH 16. VALTICOS WILL BE IN CAIRO DURING THE FIRST WEEK OF 
APRIL AND WILL BRING BACK A FRESH ASSESSMENT OF ICATU 
INTENTIONS AT THAT TIME. 

4. IF THE RESOLUTION IS INTRODUCED AT THE CONFERENCE, 

BLANCHARD SAID HE WOULD TAKE THE INITIATIVE AND THE RESPONSIBILITY 
TO POINT OUT ITS UNCONSTITUTIONAL ASPECTS. HE REPEATED THAT 

HE EXPECTS MOST GOVERNMENTS WOULD OPPOSE EXPULSION. HE SAID 
THE EUROPEANS WHO ARE DIVIDED ON MANY ISSUES WOULD CLOSE RANKS 
ON THIS ONE; EVEN THE FRENCH, WHO ARE THOUGHT BY SOME "TO BE 
PLAYING GAMES WITH THE ARABS", WOULD OPPOSE EXPULSION. AND THE 
ARAB STATES WERE NOT LIKELY TO BE MONOLITHIC; THE PLO IN ITS 
SEARCH FOR STATUS AS SOMETHING MORE THAN A LIBERATION MOVEMENT 
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MIGHT NOT NECESSARILY FAVOR EXPULSION OF ISRAEL FROM THE ILO. 

HE ADDED THAT HE NEEDED AN ARAB ON HIS STAFF BECUASE AFTER THE 
DEATH OF ABAS AMER, HE HAD LOST CLOSE CONTACT WITH THE 
ARAB COUNTRIES. 

5. BLANCHARD IS ALWAYS DRY AND REALISTIC AND NEVER CONCERNS 
HIMSELF WITH HYPOTHETICAL SPECULATIONS. THUS, HE WAS NOT 
IMPRESSED BY POSSIBLE ADVERSE US PBULIC REACTION WHICH HE CONSIDERS TO 
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BE 

BEYOND HIS CONTROL. HE GAVE ME TO BELIEVE THAT HE HIS CORRES- 
PONDING WITH GEORGE MENAY AND THAT HE IS WELL AWARE OF AFL-CIO 
CONCERNS AND ITS POSITION. HE ALSO SHARES USG CONCERN 
WITH THE GRAVE IMPLICATIONS OF EXPULSION FOR THE 
US RELATIONSHIP WITH ILO AND FOR THE FUTURE OF ILO ITSELF. 

HIS GREATEST FEAR IS THAT A PREMATURE OR HEAVY REACTION MIGHT 
STRENGTHEN ARAB DETERMINATION OR EVEN ADD IMPETUS FOR 
EXPULSION, E.G. BY FORCING THE MORE MODERATE ARAB COUNTRIES 
TO SUPPORT EXPULSION IN THE NAME OF ARAB IINTTY.DAT F, 
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